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ASC e-News

Electronic news from the Adelaide Soaring Club 1 J UNE, 2026.

e Monday Team -- by Alan Dean

o Weeds - keep them down -- Dianne Young is here to help

e Aero-scene -- by Jeff Schuster

e S.A. Gliding -~ by Geoff Wood

e D Day. Ronnie -- by Ken Wehr

o  Max Scutchings -- by Andrew Wright

e The BOM Balloon - by Geoff Wood and Editor
Karl Faeth

THE MONDAY TEAM by Alan Dean

B B T

The ‘Flying Scene’ does tend to rely on the weather a heck of a lot of the time (always says a safe pilot) and in aviation
we do concentrate on what we are doing in order to achieve an enjoyable flight and a safe outcome. That is obviously
something that Rob Richter stresses to the Monday Group who always turn up at the airfield, come hail or shine.
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Alan Dean is generally present and he takes some beautiful photographs of the days activities. On this occasion he
captured Jai taking a well earned rest in a hammock after a strenuous flight in GBD.

Ed. Ahh — brings back memories of my hammock at HMAS Cerberus a few years ago. Interesting to see 5086
back in the air towing gliders as both tugs were U/S. It required Tommy and some helpers to re-install the towing
prop but it gave pilots in solo gliders the opportunity to get aloft.

Here is Jai landing after a beautiful air experience.

KEEP THOSE WEEDS DOWN Contact Dianne Young

It is that time of the
year when we get
plenty of rain
intermingled with a
taste of hot weather.

This results in our

The other result is that Tom
Leech finds he has to remind
us of our responsibility to mow
around our hangars. Easy for
some but much harder for
others. My advice is to contact

Di Young on 0429674731 and
have a chat with her. She loves
mowing and is happy to agree
to a short or long term mowing
arrangement. Keeps hangars
and airfield looking neat.

plants coming back to
life and growing
prolifically, in
particularly areas
where we really don’t
need all that growth.

AEROSCENE by Jeff Schuster

Thanks to the 18 in attendance.
Always contributing to lots of discussion on our passion of flying for fun.Lots on for events in the next couple of months.

Sun. May 17th Meningie Airfield 11am - 2pm is holding a Classic Cars & Aircraft event. Weather dependant. Contact
Andrew 0427751488

Friday May 22nd SAC- SA is having a Lameroo Airfield Fly- in Lunch at Mallee Spirits. 0930 arrivals to have a look at Kevin
Traeger's large collection of aircraft based at the airfield. 11am transport provided to Mallee Spirits from the airfield.
Departure 2pm. Register on sportaircraft.org.au

June 6-8th Long Weekend Marree, Lake Eyre ASC LSA Operations Group Fly Away.
Day 1 - Fly to Marree, dinner at the Pub.

Day 2 - Breakfast, fly around Lake Eyre, lunch at William Creek, return to Marree.
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Day 3 - Breakfast, fly home.

All Accommodation is self- booked at Maree Roadhouse, Caravan Park as the pub is booked out for that weekend. Cost
from $150 per night per twin share room. Refunds available if cancelled, due to bad weather by 3 days prior.

Let Sue Ingham know if coming. jabiru7314@gmail.com or Bridgette McAllister bsmcallister@hotmail.com

June 6th Wentworth Airfield NSW is also hosting a Weekend Fly-in, with lunch, dinner and spot landing competition.
Overnight camping available. Contact secretary@sunraysiasportaircraftclub.org.au or on F/B

June 13-14th Historic Farina SA Restoration Volunteer Group are having their cricket match Sat.13th with BBQ and
evening entertainment. Sun. 14th is the Annual Bell Memorial Service around 10am at the War Memorial site. The
underground bakery is now open .

Doug Sprigg from Arkaroola normally brings and lands his Auster Aircraft at the old cemetary Farina station airstrip in
memory of the late local RAAF Pilot Bell and his crew during WW2.

Until next time stay safe.

Jeff

S.A. GLIDING by Geoff Wood

Editor. Thank vou to Geoff Wood.

Geoff kindly has forwarded me a copy of the GLIDING SA & NT (SAGA) May Newsletter. Not being a member of SAGA
anymore | don’t receive the newsletter so Thank You to Geoff. The newsletter is really interesting to read because it
gives an insight into the happenings of gliding in the two States. It is written by James Hobson, SAGA President and
Importantly it very favourably mentions a number of our Gliding Members who are Trophy winners:

Trophies

We've officially awarded all the trophies for this year, thanks to our Trophies Officer,
David Pietsch. The full list is below:

« Tim and Sue Laidler Trophy
o Awarded to Pete Temple for wining the SAGA State Competition.
. David Bond Memorial Trophy
o Awarded to Phil Ritchie for second place in the State Competition.
o Advertiser — Jubilee 150 Trophy
o Awarded to Phil Ritchie for 51" position at the National Open Class at Lake
Keepit.
« Kevin Sedgeman Trophy
o Awarded to Tommy Kalsbeek for his three flights totalling 1,745.5 OLC
points.
« News and Mail Trophy
o Awarded to Pete Temple for his flight of 1,054km on 2 Feb 2025, 942 OLC
points.
o An honourable mention goes to Max Scutchings for his flight past Lake
Alexandrina.
« Winter Trophy
o Pete Temple for his flight of 407km on 13 May 2025, 398 OLC points
« Fred Foord Trophy
o Bernard Eckey for his continued services to gliding, particularly his support
for Coaching Week
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« Coaching Week Trophy
o Awarded to Kevin Power for his Gold 300km achievement during the week.

NOTE Radio Station SEBI FM, thanks to Michael Ritchie are passionate about promoting lesser supported sports.
As a result James Hobson and Mandy Temple were interviewed on Monday 18" May from 1pm to 2pm. Ali Swart was
interviewed Monday 25" from 1pm to 2pm. Obviously very good publicity for gliding and our club.

D DAY JUNE 6TH by Ken WEHR

EDITOR. Ken Wehr writes some brilliant articles and he does a lot of travelling all over the world. He wrote an article
for e-news in July 2023 about Reggie (we are talking about WW2) . This story is about Reggie’s mate Ronnie who was
a BOMB AIMER in a STIRLING who lost his life in an operation on D Day 1944.

As an aside, my wife Pam picked up a book in an Op shop called Lancaster Men. An excellent book about Australian
exploits in Britain over Germany in WW2. Young Australian men (boys) trained in Australia and America to fly bombers
for the RAF. This book is very well written and a must read for pilots. | have given it to Sue Ingham and when she finishes
it — it will be in the club library. Here is Ken’s story about Ronnie.

It's coming up to that time of year... June 6th. This D-Day will be 82 years since those boys
stormed ashore on the beaches of Normandy. Previously, (ASC e-News July 2023) | wrote
an article about Reggie (Army), an uncle, and his best mate, Ronnie (Airforce).

Reggie survived the war, but Ronnie’s plane, OJ-C, was shot down by flak with the loss of all
on board. OJ-C’s mission was to create diversions by dropping parachute dummies. It was a
successful diversionary tactic. However, both Short Stirling Bombers were shot down, and |
went to France, in a prelude to D-Day last year, to see if | could learn more.

| had a record stating that the planes crashed into the ground about 4km SSE of St Lo near
Baudre. | had previously heard that bodies were recovered from the other plane, but there
was nothing to recover from Ronnie’s plane.

| stayed at the nearest place to Baudre that | could find. It was called “Pierrrefitte” or more fully
“Ancien hotel aux moines Pierrefitte”. | really stumbled onto a winner with this one.

Especially compared to a recent “Cell Block H” type experience. The driveway alone would have
met my “steps” goal.

Pierrefitte is a 10th century Monastery established on grounds granted by the King near a
permanent water supply. During attacks, the monks retreated to the chapel which was
secure. Key features of the chapel were built, at great expense, from the same limestone as
Guillaume le Conquérant (William the Conqueror) used for the Tower of London.

During the Revolution, the monks were, let's say, moved on. Afterwards, the building
suffered neglect, usage as a farmhouse, and more neglect.

Philippe had been trying to buy it for 20 years and his patience had paid off. In the 3 years
they had owned it, they have performed significant renovations. On the grounds, Simone
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breeds horses for the top-tier show jumping in France. | was grateful for Philippe’s English
skills as they were great people to chat with.

Next day, | set out for Baudre, a pleasant little
village and | found the church with relative ease.
It took a little time, but eventually | found some 3
headstones that looked very much like
Commonwealth War Graves. | had assumed
that the graves would not be from Ronnie’s
plane, as no bodies were recovered. | read the
names of the young lads who had sacrificed
their lives for others on that fateful day.

And | recognized the inscriptions...they were from Ronnie’s crew!

On the first headstone were Abrams (Air Gunner) and Bellamy (Wireless Operator/Air
Gunner). On the second Hart (Navigator) and McCoy (Navigator). On the third, the inscription
read “Three Airmen of the 1939-1945 War”, “Known unto God”. Statistically, it is probable that
Ronnie or part of him, was in that third grave.

Standing there, well... it was a quiet moment.

Later that day, back at Pierrefitte, Philippe informed me that one of the Short Stirling
Bombers had crashed into a farmhouse in the area and Simone suggested | try the
“Archives Départementales de la Manche” in St Lo - they have records of everything.

| bade farewell to my hosts and set off into St Lo to see what the archives might reveal. |

parked up and tried to translate the nearby sign to see if it said something like “Don’t even
think of parking here!” It was raining, and before jumping out of the car, | wondered how |
might be able to translate French archives, but hey ho, nothing ventured, nothing gained.
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| walked into the building and noted a reception desk where a man of about 40 years, balding,

with thick glasses was staring deeply into his computer. | stood back and thought how should |

approach things, and given my rather poor track record with French, marched up to him and
said “Parlez vous anglais?”

He looked up and said “Non” and looked back to his screen. | stood there for a bit before
realizing that was the end of the conversation!

So | backed off to think. Now, some French friends of mine from Toulouse, were, well, in
Toulouse, but that was far away, but at least on the same time zone. | wondered if | could
achieve anything by putting them on the phone... | was starting to think it would be better to
come back another day when the fire alarm went off. People came streaming out from
everywhere. Monsieur “Non”, my receptionist mate, looked up, looked at me, and pointed
towards the door. Together we exited into the rain. We live to try another day!

“With Thanks To Those Who Serve”

Additional Information

Aircraft

Make Short Stirling Il

Markings 0J-C

Serial LK385

Squadron 149 (East India)

Squadron Motto Fortis Nocte (Strong by Night)
OPERATION

Start Date 05-06-1944

End Date 06-06-1944

Takeoff Station Methwold Day/Night

Raid Night (99% moon)

Operation D-Day Support- Operation Titanic, to drop 500 dummy parachutists away from the

actual invasion zone. Part of a 110 bomber strong force deploying multiple deception, jamming and
surveillance activities as part of the overarching Operation Bodyguard

Reason for Aircraft Loss Hit by flak and crashed near Baudre, SSE of St. L6, France

Aimer”. This crewman manned the nose mounted gun turret
(usually .303 twin machine guns) during the operation and

4 aimer's compartment in the lower section of the nose of the

"bombing run" when the bombs were about to be released he

to release the bombs as accurately as possible.

provided assistance to the navigator only to crawl into the bomb

aircraft to operate the bomb sight and press the button to release
the bomb load onto the target at the required time. During the

would instruct the pilot on minute adjustments to course in order

E—Ronnle Wincott Trade Air Bomber more normally called the “Bomb
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Crew of Short Stirling Ill OJ-C

Surname Forename Middle Names Rank Trade Age . Service# Next of Kin

Abrams Ronald Walter Sgt Air Gunner 20 165926 Son of George and Amelia Alice Abrams, of
Goodmayes, liford, Essex.

Bellamy Frank William Sgt Wireless Operator 20| 1625809 Son of Arthur and Elizabeth Victoria Hackett Bellamy,
of Sheffield.

Hart Robert Henry Standing  F/S Mavigator 23| 1671946 Son of Aaron and Ethel Mabel Hart, of Heap Bridge,

Bury, Lancashire.

McCoy William Christapher P/O Flight Engineer 23 55793 Son of William and Mary McCoy (née O'Neill), of
Dublin, Eire. Husband of Gwenville McCoy, of Norton,
Stockton-On-Tees, Co. Durham.

Brown Albert Henry Sgt Air Gunner 32| 1292798 Son of James and Lucy Brown.

Hannaford | William Albert W/O  Wireless Operator 27| 640428 Son of William Albert and Rose Hannaford. Husband
of Marion Sybil Joan Hannaford, of Exeter.

Hornby James Brooks F/fO Mavigator 21 152049 Son of James Brooks Hornby, and of Louisa Hornby,
of Hull.

Hutchins Charles John Kenneth | S/L Pilot 27 37177 Son of John William and Gwenthylin Hutchins.
Husband of Evelyn Millicent Hutchins (Nee Usher).

Wincott Arthur Ronald F/S Air Bomber 20| 1580762 Son of Albert E. and Edith Wincott, of Birmingham.

MAX SCUTCHINGS - Gliding so well by Andrew Wright

ED, Max Scutchings is going from strength to strength. On Sunday he looked at the weather and got a crew
organised (Andrew Wright) just in case and took off. Here is Andrew’s account;

Today Max flew his glider 209km to Balaklava and then west to the other side of the Hummocks at an average speed
of 61 kph. His trace shows a truly gutsy effort as he never got above about 3500 feet and got low several times.

As his trusty crew, | was convinced he would outland but he proved me wrong once again!!

Truly a Great Effort Max

WEATHER BALLOON by Geoff Wood

Here is a beautiful photo from Geoff Wood of the BOM
weather balloon launch at Gawler.

Excellent photo — Thank You Geoff.

After witnessing the construction, printing the excellent
inside story from Andrew Wright, | had to see an actual
launch. So the other Wednesday | arrived at Gawler early
(managed to get through the E&WS work ok) and parked
on the glider trailer site and kept an eye on the balloon
site.( Launches are at 0845 and 1845 daily.)

At 0830 a flashing light went on over the entrance door
and that alerted me. Right on time the site roof opened
and without any ado the balloon appeared and soared
gently into the sky. The roof then closed and 5 minutes
later the flashing red light went out.

| am still amazed that this all happens automatically.
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COMMITTEE

Tony LEWIS President 0417 853 768 president@adelaidesoaring.org.au
Bradley LEKSAS Vice President 0487 796 337 leksasbradley@gmail.com

Brian RAU « 0408 777 564 brian.adl@bigpond.com

Noah BECKMANN “ 0439 416 084 noahbeckmann@internode.on.net
Marcin NOWINA-KROWICKI 0431 042 319 marcin.nk@gmail.com

Josh BROWN 0404 466 956 jdbrownp8@gmail.com

Mark FERRARETTO mark@ferraretto.com

Ali SWART Secretary 0409 299 936 secretary(@adelaidesoaring.org.au
Steve PEGLER Treasurer 0438 409 928 treasurer(@adelaidesoaring.org.au
Paul MARSHALL CFI Gliding 0427 394 841 gliding-cfi@adelaidesoaring.org.au
Sue INGHAM CFILSA 0437 658 976 Isa-cfi@adelaidesoaring.org.au
Tom LEECH Airfield Manager 0400 900 903 gam(@adelaidesoaring.org.au

Ed. Hi Ali. Please advise of any changes.
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