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ASC e-News 
Electronic news from the Adelaide Soaring Club        1st NOVEMBER, 2025. 

 

• Safety Culture – A few words of very important wisdom from our Safety Advisor Guru 

• Our new LSA Instructor – Marcin Nowina-Krowicki 

• Safety in the AIR. Reminder for all pilots – Situational Awareness 

• Aero-Scene  - Another trip to Naracoorte coming up by Jeff Schuster 

• State Championships in December by Mandy Temple. Book an aircraft? 

• Want to be an LSA Instructor? Committee is looking for applications 

• Flinders Camp – Brenton Swart – on again next year – get in early 

• Roadworks at Gawler. Take very much care on the entrance road by Tom Leech 

• BOM installing a balloon take-off pad at Gawler. An impressive installation by Tom Leech   

• PARK INTO WIND  door repairs and also news of Peter Smith new J230 from Richard Young 

• MOW AROUND HANGARS       help from Di Young 

• AERO REPAIRS WORKSHOP   from Mark Ferraretto 

 

Karl Faeth 

 

SAFETY CULTURE      by Andrew Wright 

What is Safety Culture? 
 

SAFETY CULTURE: Is our accepted beliefs, behaviours and attitudes that determine what we consider normal and safe. 
 

Why is Good Safety Culture Important? 

A good safety culture sets the stage for how we do what we do. A good safety culture encompasses our expectation 

that we all have a shared belief that safety is the most important part of our activity, and that we believe that 

respecting the rules and sharing the things that we learn when things go wrong is the best way to avoid accidents and 

damage. 

KEEPING IT SIMPLE 
When it comes to safety, there are those amongst us who think that they are experts and that they know better than 

everyone else. With all good intentions, individuals and organizations create their own rules in the belief that with 

more rules, or more complex rules, comes better safety outcomes. Equally, there are individuals and organizations 

who ignore legitimate rules in the belief that the rules do not apply to them. 

In aviation, we have a set of legitimate rules, written by real experts, learnt from lessons of the past and written in 

blood. These legitimate rules come to us from the aviation regulator CASA, and from Gliding Australia (GA) for gliding 

operations and Recreational Aviation Australia (RAAus) for Light Sport Aircraft. 
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The Adelaide Soaring Club’s Safety Management System acknowledges the legitimacy of these regulators by focusing 

on just one simple principle: 

“Follow legitimate rules (CASA, RAAus and GA) and keep it as simple as these rules allow.” 

This simple principle acknowledges that the aviation regulators CASA, RAAus and GA are the repository of aviation 

safety expertise and that we all share a responsibility for compliance with these rules. 

As the leader in aviation safety practice in Australia, the Civil Aviation Safety Authority is promoting best practice 

safety principles to all individuals and organisations. The following short (6 minute) video was produced by the Civil 

Aviation Safety Authority and whilst it talks about a non-aviation disaster, the video concludes with an important 

message for everyone who participates in aviation. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DP4ZTXYqCA4&pp=0gcJCfwAo7VqN5tD 

CULTURE COMMENT 

A good “Safety Culture” begins with you. By compliance with legitimate rules, you will set an example that others will 

follow and in doing so protect yourself, your passenger, and your aircraft: You will also look after everyone else in the 

sky and on the ground. 

A NEW LSA INSTRUCTOR 

 

Our LSA CFI, Sue Ingham has been very busy. She takes her role very seriously and saw a lack of LSA Instructors at 

the ASC. People that the club selects to fill important positions such as Sue and also Paul Marshall in gliding, take on 

very important positions. They are, of course, qualified for their positions which means academic and aviation 

achievements and also medical qualifications. A lot of these qualifications are at their own cost and time. 

 

So, when we see Instructors at the club just give a thought to the important work they do, the training (academic and 

aviation) they need to undergo and the very important decisions they need to make in relation to members flying, training 

and welfare. CFI’s of course need to keep an eye on their instructors to make sure they are all training to the required 

standards and are safe in their endeavors. As part of her responsibilities Sue reviewed her number of Instructors and saw 

the need to bring their number up to a level comparable to the required club training hours.  

This has resulted in Ian McDonald training Steve Miranda and Sue Ingham training Tom Leech and Marcin Nowina-

Krowicki which, of course, has resulted in three additional trainers being available to our members. 

 

 
 

SAFETY IN THE AIR 

 

October is Safety Month for RAAUS and Members will have received email updates on various topics. These topics 

are so important FOR ALL PILOTS.  The third week discusses Flight Phase – Cruise. As the article states: 

 

In the photo, on the right is Marcin, still happy 

after being checked out for his Instructor 

Status by John Marsh at Port Augusta. I caught 

up with him as he came through the Briefing 

Room door on his return from Port Augusta. 

Congratulations to Marcin and well done by 

Sue. 

Photo is courtesy of Phil Pullem 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DP4ZTXYqCA4&pp=0gcJCfwAo7VqN5tD
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Once an aircraft levels off into cruise, many pilots feel a sense of comfort – away from the demands of Take-off and 

before the challenges of Approach. Yet, the cruise phase is far from a time to relax. It is where Situational Awareness  

becomes both critical and tested. Unlike other phases of flight, the apparent calmness of cruise can lead to complacency, 

distractions, or missed cues that may compromise safety. 

Situational awareness is about more than simply “looking out the window”. It is the active, continuous process of 

perceiving what’s happening around you, understanding its meaning and anticipating what may happen next. 

From spotting conflicting traffic in a busy circuit to recognizing performance differences between aircraft types, 

awareness is what keeps the skies safe and predictable. 

Situational Awareness is  ----SEEING  --UNDERSTANDING—ANTICIPATING—AND ACTING. 

 

CASA in their Safety Behaviors Resource Booklet (6) defines it as 

• Comprehension – understanding what that information means 

• Projection -           thinking ahead to what is likely to happen next 

• Perception-     noticing what is happening around you (traffic, weather, aircraft performance) 

 

Put Simply :  Situational Awareness means: 

• Knowing what has happened 

• What is happening now, and 

• What could happen next 

 

 

EXCELLENT TRIP COMING UP     from Jeff Schuster   AEROSCENE 

Jeff Schuster runs an excellent meeting at the Roulette Tavern  every month. Usually about 20 members attend to 
compare notes, discuss aviation and find out about flying trips coming up. 
Jeff always advertises the dinners on the ASC e-mail and new attendees are very welcomed. (2nd Tuesday of the 
month). 
 
A trip that came up at the last meeting was a fly-in to Naracoorte on Saturday 15th November. Contact details at the 
Naracoorte Aero Club are. Contact Joe (0418743279 or Emily (0475414473) secretary@naracoorteaeroclub.com.au 
 
I can recommend this trip as Naracoorte is a nice town with good hotels and motels.  I was also pleasantly surprised to see 
what they have done to the famous caves.  I hadn’t been down there for years and it was a real pleasure to be shown 
through the various caves. A great trip. 
 
 

 

GLIDER PILOTS – STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS      by Mandy Temple 

 

SAGA is pleased to announce that the South Australian state championships will be held at the Adelaide Soaring Club 

from Saturday the 13th to Saturday the 20th of December inclusive with unofficial practice available on Friday the 12th 

of December.  

Everyone is invited to this low-key, entry-level competition which will enable you to fly achievable tasks over a safe task 

area with lots of out-landing opportunities in a friendly learning environment. 

So pencil in the dates now. 

Enquires to Mandytemplecd@gmail.com 

Details of costs and how to enter will follow. 

Regards, Mandy 

mailto:secretary@naracoorteaeroclub.com.au
mailto:Mandy.templecd@gmail.com
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ASC GLIDERS 

As you may have seen from the SAGA email, ASC will be hosting the next South Australian state championships.  

If you want to participate in a club glider, please submit your request for a club glider to the Gliding operations Group 

(GoG) via myself and Geoff Wood (woodgslc@ozemail.com.au). Please provide the following details:  

• Aircraft requested.  
• Hours, landings and cross country experience on type. 

We will aim to have gliders allocated by the end of October, so get your glider request in as soon as possible.  

It may be possible to share a glider and fly as a pair, if you don't want to fly each day, but it will affect your bragging 

rights if the pair happens to win the competition :-).  

On the topic of competitions, an update on already booked gliders:  

• The Discus (IUN) will go to Joey-glide 16th of January to 18th of January  
• The DG 505 (GER) will go to Horsham week 5th of February to 15th of February  
• The DG 1000 (ZDG) will be made available for coaching week if this goes ahead at Waikerie. (dates tbc)  

Still plenty of other competitions to participate in and we'd welcome any additional requests for gliders.  

Cheers, Tommy  

 

 

LSA INSTRUCTOR SCHOLARSHIPS  by Committee 

LSA Instructor Training Scholarship Scheme  - The Adelaide Soaring Club Inc. 
 
 (ASC) recognises the need to attract suitable people to be trained as LSA instructors to help meet the training 
needs of the Club. ASC currently provides a subsidised program for instructor training where normal training rates 
are heavily discounted. As an adjunct to this the ASC will also provide funding for one Instructor Training 
Scholarship annually. The scholarship will cover the full aircraft cost with the training being conducted in an ASC 
owned LSA aircraft.  
 
Interested people are invited to apply. The qualification criteria are:  
• Must be an Australian citizen. • Must have been a continuous Flying Member of the ASC for a minimum period 
of two years prior to applying. • Must meet the minimum RAAus requirements for instructor training. • Must be 
able to demonstrate a proven teaching or coaching ability.  
 
Applicant commitment: • Must commit to be Bonded to the ASC to provide a minimum of 100 days as an ASC LSA 
instructor over the three-year period immediately following the successful attainment of the instructor rating.  
• Once qualified, if the Bond above cannot be met due to the Applicant’s unavailability, the Applicant agrees to 
reimburse the ASC on a pro-rata basis for the training received based on the normal club charge rate for aircraft 
hire. The Applicant agrees to pay the pro-rata sum within 30 days of the completion of the Bond period. • If the 
Applicant withdraws from the instructor training course prior to completion of the course the Applicant will repay 
the ASC at the normal rate for aircraft hire for the training hours flown to the time of withdrawal.  
 
NOTE: • The Adelaide Soaring Club Committee will have sole discretion in determining any successful Applicant. • 
Continuation of training will be dependent on satisfactory progress and achievement of competency standards. • 
There is an expectation that the training will be completed within 12 months. • The ASC has the right to cancel the 
training at any time. • Should the ASC cancel the training the applicant will have no obligation to “repay” the cost 
of training to the ASC.  
 

mailto:woodgslc@ozemail.com.au
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Applications • Applications should be addressed to the ASC Secretary, secretary@adelaidesoaring.org.au. • 
Provide a full application addressing the points above and outlining your reasons for wanting to become an ASC 
LSA instructor. 
 

 

 

 

 

FLINDERS CAMP for 2026      by Brenton Swart 

The Flinders Camp is on again next year. Brenton has put out some info for all of those interested. The camp has been 

scheduled from 11/4/26  to  19/4/26. 

It is important to point out that is in the school holidays so it is IMPERATIVE to book accommodation (if required) 

as early as possible. Rawnsley Park Station  +618 86480700. 

Brenton advises that members do not need to attend every day, they can come and go as required. Anyone 

intending to attend – please put your name on the sheet on the club room notice board. 

Any questions – Please phone Brenton  0411885 320. 

 

ROADWORKS ON THE FIELD    by Tom Leech 

SA Water Installation 

In December 2024 we were contacted by SA Water to let us know that they were planning some pipe installations that 

may involve our entrance road. Many of our members will remember the pothole days before we had the entrance 

road sealed, particularly in winter when it rained. As soon as we filled up one hole another one appeared. There was 

endless maintenance being done to the road to keep it serviceable. As a result, we hold our sealed entrance road very 

close to our hearts as it’s so much better than it was before. You can imagine our horror when SA Water told us that 

they wanted to dig it up to put in some pipes.  

We had meetings with them and with the council to see if there was a way we could avoid the work being done or if it 

could be moved to an area that would not be under the road. The Light Regional Council genuinely tried in vein to help 

us with this one but SA Water hold a trump card called legislation. They can pretty much do whatever they want and 

it is their policy that their pipes go under roads whenever they can. This way they are less likely to be dug up. They 

have had trouble understanding why we have been so precious over our little entrance road. So, the work is imminent. 

At the beginning of November, the work will begin. SA Water are installing sewerage and mains water pipes for areas 

like the Roseworthy development. You do have to wonder why you would build the homes before you have adequate 

services but maybe I’m just old school….lol. 

They will be putting the pipes under the first 300 metres of our entrance road. Then they will go under the Northern 

Expressway to Paternoster Road. Fortunately, they are drilling under the road which means they won’t have to dig 

along the whole road like they are near Xaviour College. What a mess that is. They will have to dig 2 main holes though 

to use as entrances for the drilling. This process is going to take about 3 months and will be disruptive to our entrance. 

They have assured us that they will be returning the road to its original condition and have given us a 12-month 

guarantee on that. Only time will tell. 

There will be 2 points that traffic will be diverted as we enter and exit the airfield.  

As you can see from the picture the first diversion will not be a problem, but the second diversion will be. It will bring 

traffic very close the beginning of 23. Unfortunately, there is no other practical way it can be done. There is not 

enough room with their equipment to bring us on the expressway side of the road. We are still working through 

some of the detail but there may be a traffic controller there to assist with timing of traffic with aircraft taxiing to 23. 
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This has not been confirmed yet. Please be careful when coming through this area and keep a good lookout for 

taxiing aircraft as you come in and out of the airfield and if you are towing a glider or taxiing in an aircraft, please be 

aware of traffic in this area. 

How ironic that we have the BOM and SA Water here at the same time creating major installations. Murphy is a 

strange fella sometimes. 

Tom Leech 

 

 

A NEW BOM INSTALLATION AT GAWLER   by Tm Leech 

 

In June 2022 we were contacted by the BOM who were searching for a local site to install an AMBLS – Automatic 

Meteorological Balloon Launching System. That’s a mouth full. They approached us as one of the possible sites. 

Initially we had some reservations of having it at Gawler, however, when we found out they had approached the trotting 

club across the road, our desire to have the facility here grew. We were concerned that they would be launching 

balloons at the end of our runway. For obvious reasons this would not be ideal. At least if it was on the airfield we 

would have some control over the placement of the facility. 

It took a couple of years of negotiations, but we finally managed to sign an agreement in April 2024.  

It has taken since then to have the facility constructed off site and now the installation has begun. Assuming everything 

runs on time, they expect the installation to be completed on the 23rd of January 2026.  
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We are unsure of the exact number of times they will launch as the original information we were provided has changed 

a little. Initially we were told it would be twice a day. Once at about 8.30 in the morning and again at about 8.30 at 

night.  The times could change a little in winter compared to summer. More recent information has suggested that it 

may not be every day. They could also launch at other times in cases of severe weather. 

Once it is complete and we have the final detail of launch times we will let you all know.  

What a fascinating installation to have at our wonderful airfield. 

Tom Leech 

THE WIND CAN CAUSE DAMAGE          Richard Young 

Taking care of the club’s Jabiru doors. 

This is one of ‘those’ emails, the ones that everyone loves to hate. I had to fix the doors on 24-7693 the other day, 
again. I believe that most of the doors on most of the aircraft have been repaired at some time over the years by 
both myself and Paul Clift. The cause is a common one, you park the aircraft with the wind blowing behind you, 
crack open the door and wham! The door swings open and tears off the fibre glass moulding that holds the 
retaining strap. I know that the doors are only slightly stronger than Kraft cheese, but please take care both in 
checking out the direction of the wind when parking and THINK about holding onto the door as you open it. 

I had only just repaired 7693, when I noticed both doors on 7252 blowing wildly open when two pilots climbed 
out and left them swinging in the breeze. It takes hours to make up the new lug, glass it into place, sanding 
and painting and trying to keep the door as neat as possible, plus the cost of materials, paints, thinners, 
epoxies and glass. 

Editor Note      I have personally seen incidents such as described by Richard, a lot of them with an Instructor 
aboard. When I first learned to fly (in the dark ages) we were told :”Always park in the direction you landed 
in”  To me that always made a lot of sense and it was easy to remember. In those days there were no doors 
but ‘Tiger Moths’ didn’t have brakes so it makes a lot of sense. 

 

 

ANOTHER NEW AIRCRAFT LANDED AT GAWLER     by Richard Young 

 

Peter Smith who is one of our new members arrived in Gawler with his brand new (well nearly new) Jabiru J230D. 
I have had a close look at it, and it is genuinely lovely. He has multiple TV screens to look at and fiddle with, 
autopilot, leather seats with the extra padding. Anyone who has spent a few hours sitting on a thin piece of carpet 
will testify that a little cushion is a blessing.  

The ink has only just dried on Peter’s cross country endorsement. He now has a great story to look back on, he 
made some excellent airmanship decisions and most importantly got to enjoy the views of Hay in Western NSW 
for a couple of days. Not many people get to experience the full Hay Tourism experience. Peter wisely decided to 
stay for a couple of nights in Hay as there was bad weather coming, he tied his aircraft down with everything 
including the kitchen sink as the winds were up around 90 km/h. Accommodation was looking shaky for a bit, but 
the friendly fuel truck bloke at the airport gave him a lift into town and the friendly staff at the motel looked after 
him, and Peter had plenty of time to sample Hay and worry whether he should have added the old lead bath to 
the kitchen sink holding his aircraft down safely at the airport. 

The very pretty dash, there is a few hours of playing around getting used to all of the bells and whistles sitting in 
the dash board. 
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KEEP THOSE WEEDS DOWN          Contact Dianne Young 

 

 

 

 

AERO-SKILLS    by Mark Ferraretto 

What’s This Button Do? My Cert II in Aero-skills Adventure 

It is that time of the 

year when we get plenty 

of rain intermingled 

with a taste of hot 

weather. 

This results in our plants 

coming back to life and 

growing prolifically, in 

particularly areas where 

we really don’t need all 

that growth. 

The other result is that Tom 

Leech, our Aerodrome 

Manager, finds he has to 

remind us of our responsibility 

to mow around our hangars to 

keep the weeds down. Easy for 

some but much harder for 

others. My advice is to contact 

Di Young on 0429674731 and 

have a chat with her. She loves 

mowing and is happy to agree 

to a short or long term mowing 

arrangement. Keeps hangars 

and airfield looking neat. 
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You may be aware that recently RAAus advertises a Certificate II in Aero-skills course in co-operation with TAFE NSW. 

The course is run out of Tamworth airport and the aim of the course is to allow us RAAus types to learn some basic 

mechanical skills which we need to look after our aircraft. 

I was very keen to enrol when this course was announced.   Unlike many of my ASC friends I don't have any mechanic 

or engineering experience. My career of 35 years has been almost entirely behind a desk, first as an IT dude and now as 

a lawyer and academic. Not a spanner in sight! 

I own my own plane. I bought my Aero-pup in early 2024 - my first ever aircraft purchase. After my purchase I dutifully 

completed my L1. So, here I am, a certified L1 with a 19-registered aircraft that I can pretty much do anything on... It 

feels really dangerous!  Consequently, I've 'delegated' most of the Puppy's maintenance activities to Richard. But I was 

looking for a way to build up some skills, and then along came this Cert II... 

As I said, it's run mainly online. There are 12 topics to read that range from the 

regulatory environment, to safety, to quality management to tools, engines and 

electrical work. Each topic has a written assessment and a practical component 

(the journal). You can do the written work in your own time and email them to TAFE 

to get assessed. For the practical component you can either do that in a workshop and 

get a LAME or L4 to sign off on it or go to Tamworth for a 'practical week', which 

they hold four times a year. 

I went to the practical week held on the last week of September. In fact, I went for two 

weeks! I asked the instructor if I could show up early 

as I thought I'd be too far behind the rest of my class 

mates. My instructor was more than happy to oblige and I spent my first week doing 

mainly lock-wiring - bolts, oil filters, control rods, hydraulics hoses - I lock-wired it all! 

It sounds much better than how I've written it. It was a great exercise for someone with 

my limited experience. And it's just great being in an aircraft hangar all day working with 

other aircraft nerds. I was living the dream. For the second week we had a class of six. We 

worked on some electrical wiring, we pulled apart a Jabiru 2200 engine and then (tried to) 

put it back together and did some riveting (not the pull type, the other type), amongst other 

things. Oh, I also learnt how to properly insert and remove cotter pins. 

In short, the course so far has been very informative and I've learnt a lot. My time in Tamworth was fantastic. The 

teachers were great, all very patient and supportive. I got a lot out of the practical tasks we had to complete but also get 

a chance to work with another student on a Seneca, another classmate who 

had issues with a 3300 crankshaft, and also got to see a prop balancing 

exercise. All-in-all my practical week was very very valuable and the 

course generally has been too. 

I'm only half-way though my topics and about 3/4 through my journal. 

Ideally it would be best if I found a LAME or L4 to work with here, but 

otherwise I have the option to return to Tamworth as many times as I like 

to complete my practical component. TAFE are also making noises about 

coming out to visit their students, although I wouldn't bank on this 

happening soon. 

I highly recommend this course, especially for those of us who have 

limited, or none in my case, experience maintaining aircraft. Even if you 

don't want to maintain your own plane, at least you'll get an insight into 

all the strange noises it makes, and you'll be able to make a more informed decision about your aircraft's airworthiness. 

The course cost me $1,500 (although that price may increase soon). Although RAAus advertise it as a pathway to L2 I 

think the course is valuable for anyone, regardless of whether you want to be a L2 or not. I highly recommend it. 

 

My lock-wiring prowess 

Cotter pin before I got 

my hands on it… 

...aaand after I was done with it. 

https://raaus.com.au/news/training-opportunities-for-aircraft-maintainers/
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COMMITTEE 

 

Tony LEWIS  President     0417 853 768         president@adelaidesoaring.org.au 

Bradley LEKSAS   Vice  President           0487 796 337  leksasbradley@gmail.com 

Brian RAU          “                  0408 777 564       brian.adl@bigpond.com 

Noah BECKMANN        “                         0439 416 084               noahbeckmann@internode.on.net 

Marcin NOWINA-KROWICKI     “       0431 042 319               marcin.nk@gmail.com 

Josh BROWN                                                      0404 466 956 jdbrownp8@gmail.com 

Mark FERRARETTO      mark@ferraretto.com 

Ali SWART                       Secretary            0409 299 936         secretary@adelaidesoaring.org.au 

Steve PEGLER                  Treasurer      0438 409 928          treasurer@adelaidesoaring.org.au 

Paul MARSHALL CFI Gliding       0427 394 841          gliding-cfi@adelaidesoaring.org.au 

Sue INGHAM  CFI LSA             0437 658 976           lsa-cfi@adelaidesoaring.org.au 

Tom LEECH                   Airfield Manager    0400 900 903           gam@adelaidesoaring.org.au 
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