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ASC e-News

Electronic news from the Adelaide Soaring Club IS MAR CH, 2026.

o Terry Horsam -- apology by Editor

e Flinders Camp -- still on in 2026 contact Brenton Swart

o Flight to Ivanhoe -- by Sue Ingham

o Weeds --  keep them down — Dianne Young is here to help
e Gawler Visitors - by Geoff Wood

e Aero-scene -- by Jeff Schuster

e Flying Solo -- by Steve Miranda

o Aircraft spat damage -- by Sue Ingham

e Gawler Weather Balloon-- by Editor

Karl Faeth

TERRY HORSAM apology from editor

Thank you to members who obviously read the e-news and who pointed out that | got Terry’s name wrong in the last
edition. A sincere apology to Terry who | hold in great esteem. A brilliant man and an excellent presenter of very
valuable aviation information. Hope we still see him regularly.

FLINDERS CAMP for 2026 by Brenton Swart

The Flinders Camp is on again this year. Brenton has put out some info for all of those interested. The camp has been

scheduled from 11/4/26 to 19/4/26.
It is important to point out that is in the school holidays so it is IMPERATIVE to book accommodation (if

required) as early as possible. Rawnsley Park Station +618 86480700.

Brenton advises that members do not need to attend every day, they can come and go as required. Anyone intending to
attend — please put your name on the sheet on the club room notice board.

Any questions — Please phone Brenton 0411885 320. (The Flinders will look really good with all the rain)

FLIGHT TO IVANHOE by Sue Ingham

Ed. Thank you to Sue for this article. Members may not be aware that Chris Penfold is very gifted and is an Inspector
and renowned authority on organic farming. As such, he travels far and wide to inspect farms and their equipment to
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ensure everything is run and maintained in accordance with the very strict organic culture. On this occasion Sue flew
with him in our new J230.

FLIGHT TO KILFERA STATION NSW (300 NM from Gawler) in February

Chris Penfold, one of our local LSA Pilots often frequently visits stations (by air) in the big wide land of the
“outback”. With his part time job is an agronomist, he is an expert in the science of soil management and crop
production. He’s retired, but uses his credentials to visit and sign off “organic” type farms and stations.

One such station he has visit a few times is Kilfera station, at Ivanhoe in central New South Wales. Chris and I flew
there in February, in the new J230. Total time 6 hours flying.

I’ve included a photo of the original homestead circa 1910.

On departure from Gawler there was a brisk tail wind of 25 to 30 knots, which had us arriving in 2.5 hours, about 300nm
direct. Brilliant! The new J230 flies well, has smooth inputs, and includes an auto-pilot for long cruising flights. (versus
8 hours driving to Ivanhoe). This is why we fly!

The current owner of Kilfera, Clive Linnett and his family, now live in a newer house than the one pictured. He owns
about 16,315 hectares. Clive’s grandfather moved into the area in 1910, and in 1954 Clive purchased Kilfera station
which is south of Ivanhoe. This is flood plain country near the Willandra Creek. The Lachlan River is also nearby. The
farm has sheep and cattle but in good times, organic cropping can be undertaken when creeks flood and the Lachlan
River overflows its banks. There are puddles of very flatland lakes which dry out and are filled with thousands of bodies
of CARP fish, which have been washed down the river in the floods. Great fertiliser.!

This type of cropping is called “opportunity” cropping and is entirely organic. No chemicals, with limited use of farm
machinery (which has been carefully cleaned). Crops of wheat, barley, oats, and sorghum can be grown quite
successfully in the moist ground. The thousands of Carp enrich the soil to produce bountiful crops. The huge fishes’
bodies provide wonderful natural fertiliser to the lake beds. A good idea NOT to outland in these dry lake beds!
Contractors are employed to harvest the crops and this grain is pumped into special bags for storage. The contractors
are employed to manage animals, as Clive, the owner is no longer able to do so.

They have some feral pest animal problems with feral pigs and foxes. Even the odd Wedge tail eagle is seen taking
weak lambs for consumption.

In the past bullock trains were used to cart hay and grain down to Balranald, but of course now it’s all trucking. So next
time you sit down to breakfast, the gain could be from the Kilfera farm.

The other photos included are of the dry lake beds, and bagged grain. There’s also a dry lake-bed full of dead (Carp)
fish.

Clive mentioned to me that he used to raise funds for the Flying Doctor in the past, but since a fatal aircraft accident at
their station airfield, he no longer does this. This accident occurred in 2015 and unfortunately 2 people were killed in
an aircraft that was landing with an (unknown) tail wind, with a late go around by the pilot. The aircraft was being
flown from Jamestown in SA. On the go around the aircraft hit a radio mast and rolled inverted, killing the pilot and
passenger. Understandably, the Linnett family closed the airstrip.

The flight back from Ivanhoe (via Wentworth for fuel) took quite a big longer. There were strong headwinds and rough
air around 5000’ feet, but we were still cruising around 95-100 knots.

Chris Penfold regularly undertakes long flights, with a previous flight last year to Alice Springs! Well done Chris!

pg. 2



KILFARA

STATION

HARVEST IN

PLASTIC BAG

TO ELIMINATE

CONTAMINATION

Looking from above

KEEP THOSE WEEDS DOWN

The carp left to fertilise the soil

Contact Dianne Young

It is that time of the
year when we get
plenty of rain
intermingled with a
taste of hot weather.

This results in our
plants coming back to
life and growing
prolifically, in
particularly areas
where we really don’t
need all that growth.

The other result is that Tom
Leech finds he has to remind
us of our responsibility to mow
around our hangars. Easy for
some but much harder for
others. My advice is to contact
Di Young on 0429674731 and
have a chat with her. She loves
mowing and is happy to agree
to a short or long term mowing
arrangement. Keeps hangars
and airfield looking neat.

GAWLER VISITORS by Geoff Wood

We’ve had a number of visitors over the summer, enjoying our great flying conditions and adding to ASC life.
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They include Matthias Cousté from France, Paul Parker from Canada, Max Suponya from NSW, and Josh Peace also
from Canada. All flew our club gliders.

Serial repeat visitors were Cynthia Robinson and Ged Terry, both from England. Cynthia has been coming to Gawler to
fly for decades, since the 1980’s in fact. She was checked out in both gliders and LSA, and spent about 10 days flying
Jabirus and gliding, mostly in Grob FQQ. But the star “repeat visitor” was Ged Terry; this was his 43" visit to Gawler -
he says it would have been his 44 but for Covid! He’ll be back at the end of this year.

All our visitors commented how much they enjoyed our club, and how very much they were made to feel welcome by
ASC members - that’s us!

BTW, the accommodation rooms next to the briefing room have been well used by our visitors over summer, and they
appreciated the fact that both rooms are now individually air conditioned. If you weren’t aware — these rooms are
available to members and visitors alike at modest cost. If you’d like to book, just contact the ASC office.

Ed. Ged has been a very welcome visitor to our club for 43 years. |, for one, don’t know much about Ged’s life and he
has agreed to write a bit of a history when he gets back to England. Should be interesting and | can’t wait to publish it.

AEROSCENE by Jeff Schuster

Good meeting on 10" February with 22 present. A welcome to new bees Mark Sutton and Chris Megaw’

Events coming up.

Sat 21/3/26. Keith Fly-in lunch. Register on their website. sportsaircraft.org.au (SAC of SA)

27 to 29 March 2026. Flyn for fun 2026. Parks Airport NSW. RAAus website.

Sat 28/3/26. Keith Show. All day and evening. Transport available. Peter Brookman 0409693027.

Sun 29" March. Booleroo Steam & Traction Rally. Walking distance from airfield. Day show.

10 to 12™ April. SAC of SA. Overnight Fly-in to Eleandor Downs K.I. BnB and camping. Barry Windle is the main
organiser.
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FLYING SOLO by Steve Miranda

AR

Garry Clothier Angus Lippiatt and his Mum

AIRCRAFT DAMAGE by Sue Ingham

The other day Ken Wehr flew J230 2260 and he reported that it had no brakes. He saw some damage to the starboard
spat and the brake line. He did the right thing, defected the aircraft and left a note in the cockpit to say there were no
brakes and not to fly it.

Being an old maintainer, Karl Faeth looked at the damage and found that the spat bracket had actually broken. This then
caused the spat to move and thus damage the brake line. The damage will be repaired when Richard comes back from
Victoria in a couple of days.

Please note.

1. The only aircraft in the fleet with spats at present are the J230 2260 and the J170 7252. So when doing the D.I.
please have a close look at the spat brackets. Defect the aircraft if there is a break.

2. The D.IL is very important (remember its no good being up there and wishing you were on the ground). Part of
the D.I. is the calculation of the weight and balance. I have found recently that when taking a passenger, previous
pilots think they are doing the right thing, and they are filling the fuel tanks on completion of their flight. Please
do not do this when you don’t know who will use the aircraft next.

Editor. [ was thinking of flying 2260 when I saw the note in the aircraft so I looked at the spat. In the past I have
replaced quite a few spat brackets and I saw the damage. When the bracket breaks, the spat moves around quite a bit
and will damage the brake line- that is what happened in this case. I advised Richard and sent him a photo so he knows
what to expect on his return.

The broken
bracket
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THE WEATHER BALLOON by Editor

Members have no doubt seen the construction going on near the road to the office. I think we all know what is going on
there. I had a walk over the other day and was able to speak to the foreman. He was just setting up his barbie for a
Farewell and Thank You lunch for the workers as their work had been completed.

He told me that the project was complete and we would see the balloons very regularly from April, May. He also said
there would be some trials beforehand where balloons would be simply sent up to make sure everything was working
appropriately. Apparently the work was delayed somewhat because when they were excavating, they found some
asbestos in the ground.

Appears that the balloons will be filled with hydrogen and then they expand as they rise (less air pressure?) and within
a short height they would be the size of a house. Apparently at great height the balloon just explodes. The payload
computer/sensor sends information back to the ground-station and when the balloon blows the payload just falls to the
ground somewhere. It is not recovered. Interesting.

Under Construction Construction complete

COMMITTEE

Tony LEWIS President 0417 853 768 president@adelaidesoaring.org.au
Bradley LEKSAS Vice President 0487 796 337 leksasbradley@gmail.com

Brian RAU “ 0408 777 564 brian.adl@bigpond.com

Noah BECKMANN “ 0439 416 084 noahbeckmann@internode.on.net
Marcin NOWINA-KROWICKI  “ 0431 042 319 marcin.nk@gmail.com

Josh BROWN 0404 466 956 jdbrownp8@gmail.com

Mark FERRARETTO mark@ferraretto.com

Ali SWART Secretary 0409 299 936 secretary(@adelaidesoaring.org.au
Steve PEGLER Treasurer 0438 409 928 treasurer(@adelaidesoaring.org.au
Paul MARSHALL CFI Gliding 0427 394 841 gliding-cfi@adelaidesoaring.org.au
Sue INGHAM CFILSA 0437 658 976 Isa-cfi@adelaidesoaring.org.au
Tom LEECH Airfield Manager 0400 900 903 gam(@adelaidesoaring.org.au
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