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ASC e-News 
Electronic news from the Adelaide Soaring Club        1st JANUARY, 2026. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 

• Alain Delaine                     -    Founding Member – passed away 

• Flinders Camp                  -    still on in 2026  contact Brenton Swart 

• Roadworks on the Field   --   traffic lights – be careful 

• Air Tractors                  --   a very busy and interesting airfield 

• Weeds       --    keep them down – Dianne Young is here to help 

• Visitor      --    A 98 year old enjoyed a glider flight 

• New J230     --     Dynon briefing with photo input 

• Solo Fliers     --      Prabhu, Joel, Josh, Julian, Max, Jett and Axston 

• Reg Moore    --       Hanging up his Instructor hat – well done  

Karl Faeth 

ALAIN  DELAINE      Founding Member 

Our President, Tony Lewis has advised that, sadly, our last Founding Member, Alain Delaine, has passed away, aged 97 

years. He was also a Life Member and a stalwart of the Adelaide Soaring Club. 

 

Ed. I would like to point out a great article written by Alan Bradley, also a Life Member and a main part of our History 

Group, which I printed in the 1st October 2022, e-news. Alan mentions fellow Founding Members Ray and twin brother 

Alan Killmier and also younger brother Peter. Peter was in the History Group and he made a point of keeping our records 

up to date. I used to do Committee Minutes and Peter always insisted they be clear, concise and accurate. He would then 

file them, categorize them in numbered files and store them in the history room. 

That room, of course, is now gone and we stored all the files and info in the shed that Phil Pullem and I put up in the 

rear of the LSA hangar. 

As Alan mentioned in his report – the resolve displayed by the Founding Group between 1944 to 1949 is what built 

our great Adelaide Soaring Club. 
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The above photo shows how gliding was done in the early days. Members put their money together to buy the glider 

and the required vehicles. The glider had to be transported to the airfield, rigged and at the end of the day, de-rigged 

and then transported home. Our first home was in Virginia and then later moved to Gawler, when it became available. 

That move also took a bit of muscle power as the wooden shed, (first club house?) had to be dismantled and then 

moved and erected at Gawler. Certainly a lot of will and muscle power started our club. Makes one wonder if we don’t 

get it too easy nowadays. 

FLINDERS CAMP for 2026      by Brenton Swart 

The Flinders Camp is on again this year. Brenton has put out some info for all of those interested. The camp has been 

scheduled from 11/4/26  to  19/4/26. 

It is important to point out that is in the school holidays so it is IMPERATIVE to book accommodation (if required) 

as early as possible. Rawnsley Park Station  +618 86480700. 

Brenton advises that members do not need to attend every day, they can come and go as required. Anyone 

intending to attend – please put your name on the sheet on the club room notice board. 

Any questions – Please phone Brenton  0411885 320. 

ROADWORKS ON THE FIELD    by  editor 

As I mentioned in the last e-news – there are now traffic lights to regulate traffic in and out of the airfield. I think they 

are working well. Out of interest I timed the cycle and found it was 2.25 minutes from red to green. 

 

A BUSY AIRFIELD AT GAWLER     by Alan Dean 

 

As usual, it was a busy days flying at Gawler on a Monday. It so happened that a local fire called out the Air Tractors 

whilst the gliding operation was in full swing. Very conveniently the tractors used 31 whilst the operation used 23. 

KEEP THOSE WEEDS DOWN          Contact Dianne Young 

 

It is that time of the year 

when we get plenty of rain 

intermingled with a taste of 

hot weather. 

This results in our plants 

coming back to life and 

growing prolifically, in 

particularly areas where we 

really don’t need all that 

growth. 

The other result is that Tom Leech, our 

Aerodrome Manager, finds he has to 

remind us of our responsibility to mow 

around our hangars to keep the weeds 

down. Easy for some but much harder for 

others. My advice is to contact Di Young 

on 0429674731 and have a chat with her. 

She loves mowing and is happy to agree 

to a short or long term mowing 

arrangement. Keeps hangars and airfield 

looking neat. 
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ANOTHER VISITOR TO GAWLER       with Alan Dean 

 

Yes, another interesting Monday. Here is Alan Dean with a 98 year old passenger who had a fabulous 

day. 

 

J230  23-2260 

 

 

 

 

Sue Ingham gave a very important lecture on the 

DYNON system in the new J230, the other day. 

Members made the time to attend because the new 

DYNON is great but as someone who knows says 

“You will never use all the information available in 

it.” 

During the lecture someone decided to take a couple 

of piccies to mark the occasion. Looking at the 

piccies, readers no doubt will pick who the piccies 

taker was. 
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MONDAY XMAS SHOW 

 

 

As I mentioned above, the Monday flying day is always exciting, one way or the other. The “AFTERS” are of 

course extremely important, especially when Christmas and New Year are knocking on the door. In the first 

photo we can see the important “After flight briefing” and above are the suitably dressed Mirandas.  

 

2025 SAGA State Gliding Championships 
 
 
The 2025 South Australian State Gliding Championships ran from 14th to 20th December 2025, 
bringing together glider pilots from across the state for a week of competitive soaring.  
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We had 15 entries including both ASC 2-seat DG gliders used for coaching flights. 
 
The event saw pilots tackle a series of tasks in a variety of weather conditions designed to test 
cross-country skills and decision-making. The range of unballasted handicaps (from a 15m Hornet 
to a 23m Quintus) led to some creative task setting. 
 
We were very grateful to have 2 tugs available for launching on each of the 5 competition days. 
With tight handicapped scoring across classes, the Championships highlighted the range of soaring 
skill in South Australia, from Australian National team pilots to new competition pilots exploring 
competitive gliding for the first time.  
 
The event was a great team effort with many, many people assisting to make the event successful. 
Particular thanks to Dave Scutchings and Pilatus for the donation of Merchandise as additional 
prizes awarded during the event. 
 
 

 
 
Full results can be found at https://www.soaringspot.com/en_gb/saga-state-gliding-championships-
2025/ 

 

 

The first 3 place getters. 

A well-deserved 

dinner after the 

competition. 

https://www.soaringspot.com/en_gb/saga-state-gliding-championships-2025/
https://www.soaringspot.com/en_gb/saga-state-gliding-championships-2025/
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SOLO ACHIEVERS    WELL DONE 

 

                 Prabhu Kumar Radhakrishnan  6/12/25                           Max SCHMIDT  12/11/25 

 

                             Julian MATTO  15/11/25                                 Joel PFEILER 

 

                  Josh FRIEND  18/5/25                                      Jett & Axston GRECH  22/09/25 
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Reg MOORE 

Reg Moore advised the last glider Instructor meeting that he has decided to call it a day. Reg has been an 

Instructor at the Adelaide Soaring Club for many years. Not only as a Gliding Instructor but also as an LSA 

Instructor. His achievements are simply incredible and would take many pages to list. Well done Reg and 

THANK YOU. 

Ed.  Pilots think that instructing is just a normal bit of flying and passing on what you know. But Instructors 

will tell you – it is a lot more than that. For a start – an Instructor flies every flight. He or she is wholly 

responsible for the flight. Even though a student is flying – an Instructor has to be right there and intervene 

if necessary. There is also the need to keep the medicals up to date and to comply with the Regulators 

Rules. Standards need to be maintained and Instructor checks passed. There is of course a conscience as 

well – did I do the right thing today for the student, the club and the regulator! 

 

COMMITTEE 

 

Tony LEWIS  President     0417 853 768         president@adelaidesoaring.org.au 

Bradley LEKSAS   Vice  President           0487 796 337  leksasbradley@gmail.com 

Brian RAU          “                  0408 777 564       brian.adl@bigpond.com 

Noah BECKMANN        “                         0439 416 084               noahbeckmann@internode.on.net 

Marcin NOWINA-KROWICKI     “       0431 042 319               marcin.nk@gmail.com 

Josh BROWN                                                      0404 466 956 jdbrownp8@gmail.com 

Mark FERRARETTO      mark@ferraretto.com 

Ali SWART                       Secretary            0409 299 936         secretary@adelaidesoaring.org.au 

Steve PEGLER                  Treasurer      0438 409 928          treasurer@adelaidesoaring.org.au 

Paul MARSHALL CFI Gliding       0427 394 841          gliding-cfi@adelaidesoaring.org.au 

Sue INGHAM  CFI LSA             0437 658 976           lsa-cfi@adelaidesoaring.org.au 

Tom LEECH                   Airfield Manager    0400 900 903           gam@adelaidesoaring.org.au 
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